Learning from Pictures
Ler 16 children was Marie Antoinette, future queen of France.

This region’s rich fur trade drew many people.
Much like the pioneers of the American West, the
early Russian settlers built small posts for trade and
defense that grew into the towns and cities of

Siberia. By the 1640s the Russians had reached the
Pacific Ocean. At the Amur River they came in
contact with the Chinese, who resisted Russian
expansion into their country. In 1689 the Russians
and Chinese signed a treaty that fixed the
boundary between them north of the Amur River
and provided for Chinese-Russian trade. Also, by
1741 the Russians had crossed the Bering Strait to
establish a colony in Alaska in North America.
Later, they set up posts on the California coast to
control the trade in sea otter pelts.

Hapsburg Austria -

The Austrian Hapsburgs lost much territory in the
Thirty Years' War. In the 100 years after the war,
however, Austria won new-lands. These gains came
in the form of {ands won from the Turks in central
Europe and the Balkans and territories recefved as a
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result of the Treaty of Utrecht, which ended the
War of the Spanish Succession. The Hapsburgs
now had an empire that extended to Hungary and
the Italian Peninsula.

In 1740 Emperor Charles VI died, leaving no
sons and only his 23-year-old daughter, Maria
Theresa, to inherit Austria and the other Hapsburg
lands. Charles had spent most of his reign trying to
persuade other European rulers to sign an agree-
ment called the Pragmatic Sanction. By this agree
ment the ruters of Europe promised to allow Maria
Theresa to inherit the Hapsburg lands intact,

Although the laws of the Holy Roman Empire
prevented Maria Theresa from being elected

What If?
Russian Expansion  ©

Instead of expanding westward, Russia expanded
gveriand to the east and colonized Alaska, If the Rus-
sians had colonized all of what is now Canada as well

as Alaska, how might ihe history of the United Stales

have been different?




. 5T U empress, in. 17'45 she became Hgly Roman Empress

- by making certain that her hUSband was elected
. /- eMperor. :

Maria Theresa lnhented a patchwork of territo-

~¢' . Belgians, Romanians, Poles, Bohemians, Serbs,
| , ‘ . “Croatians, and Slovenes. This great variety led to
} o et many conflicts of language, rehgmn, and national-
| S ity within the empire. . *

Several German states envxed Hapsburg power.

Bavaria,, in_southern Germany, jealously -guarded
its'lands and independence, sometimes by forming
alliances with France against the Hapsburgs. In the
north, Saxony and Hanover—whose rulers had
been kmcs of England since 1714 —also preferred to
. act mdependently of the Holy Roman Empire., Aus-
| ’ tria’s chief rival, however, was Brandenburg-Prus-
o sia, a smali nerth German state which in 1740 did
: not even have a common boundary with Austria.

" The ’Ri_'se Qf the‘ Hohenzo}lerns

During the Middle Ages, the Hohenzollerns
{HOH - uhn - zahl * uhrns) had ruled only a small
territory in southern Germany. However, the ambi-
:EIOUS family wanted to increase its power, influence,
“and landholdings. Near the end of the Middle
- Ages, one branch of the family settled in Branden-
" burg,'in northern Germany. The ruler of Branden-
K' burg eventually became an elector of the Holy
" Roman Empu’e.

During the Reformation the Calvlmst Hchen-
zollerns . seized lands belonging to the Catholic
church in‘their territories. By the end of the Thirty
“Years’ War in 1648, they ruled several widely scat-
“tered territories in Germany, including Prussia,

- which bordered the Baltic Sea.
. ' One of the greatest of the Hohenzolierns, Fred-
f"."erlck Williara, called the Great Elector, guided his
z:state through the difficult last years of ‘the Thirty

_ Years War, He then turned to the rebu:ldmg and

ries and peoples: Germans, Hunigarians, Italians, -

Learning frb‘jn‘PiCtures Frederick the Great encour-
aged industry.and agriculture. The German people
considered him a strong king and a great military hero.

further strengthening of Brandenburg-Prussia. The
Great Elector reorganized the armies of a1l his lands
into one strong force. He also improved the tax col-
lection system and encouraged agriculture, indus-
try, and transpottation.

Beginning with the reign of Frederick 1, the
Great Elector’s-successor angd the first king of Prus-
sia,” all the Hohenzollern possessions in northern .
Germany were called Prussia. The original duchy of
Prussia became known as Fast Prussia. .

Frederick William 1. Frederick 1, one of the
many European rulers who tried to imitate Louis
XIV of France, built a lavish patace in the style of
" Versailles. His son and successor, Frederick William

"1, disliked French ways intensely, He got rid of

much of this luxtury when he became king in 1713.
Frederick William I used the money he saved to.
strengthen Prussia. He doubled the size of the Prus:

~ sian army and made it the bést and most efficient

*As a reward for supporting the Hapsburgs in the War of the
Spanish Succession, the Holy Roman Emperor gran!ed
Frederick | the title “King of Prussna ini701. - e

389




- 7
EUROPE IN 1763
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Learning from Maps  After the Seven Years’ War,
Revolution, twok place. Among the four major Evrope

fighting force in Europe.

A strict disciplinarian,
Frederick William ran Pru

ssiz like a military bar-

racks. At his palace, he treated this 14 children - -

harshly. One of his fe

w exlravagances was recruit-

ing, drafring, o1 even kidnapping tall soldiers to _

form his regiment of giants, the Potsdam Guards.
Other European rulers knew the king of Prussia

“would owe them a great debe if they could furnish a .
soldier over six foot seven (2 meters) for this regiment.
" In addition to strengthening the army, Fred-’
éd the. civil service and -
encouraged trafe .and the developrient of new .

erick William ] reqrganiz

industries. Tax collecting and government spend-
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a reversal of alliances, called the Diplor;u'zric. :

an powers, who sided with whom?,

 cation, Frederick William I issued a decree requiring

life, Frederick William I worried that his son, Fred-"

. Or government service. [nstead, the -youtlr wrote

“king used the harshest

' ment, to force his heir to become the kind of son he~,
 desired. Frederick and a companion triedto escape;

AZMUTHAL EQUAL AREA PROVECTIN

oo

ing were ca-refuﬂy planned to provide the Prussian -
treasury with a surplus for emergencies. And, con-
vinced that all children should have a primary edu- =

all parents to send their children to school. "y
- Frederick the Great. Toward the end of his -

erick had shown little interest in eithérnilitary life

poetry, played the flute, and read philosephy. The ™
methods, -even imprison: o
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the country, but they were caught. The king forced
the son to watch as his friend was beheaded.

After this ordeal, the son seemed to have sub-
mitted to his father’s wishes. Frederick William 1
peed not have worried. Frederick Il—or Frederick
the Great—proved to be an even stronger ruler

Conflict Between Prussia and Austria

matic Sanction guaranteeing Maria Theresa her
Hapsburg possessions, Frederick I argued that it
did not apply to him. Almost immediately after
tecoming king, Frederick marched the strong army
his father had created into Maria Theresa’s richest
province, Silesia, Prussia had no legal claim to Sile-
sia. But it was a valuable region, populated largely
by Germans, with rich farmlands and iron deposits,
and its possession would greatly add to Frederick’s
own lands. Frederick did not declare war on Aus-
tria, and he took the Austrians by surprise. He said
later that in seizing Silesia he lost only 20 men and
2 officers. T '

European and world war. The conquest of
Silesia  marked the beginning of two major
European wars—the War of the Austrian Succes-
sion, which lasted from 1740 to 1748, and the
Seven Years' War, from 1756 to 1763. Almost all of

Europe became involved at one time or another.

overseas, the fighting was not limited to Europe.
Battles were also foughe, notably between Great
Britain and France, in India and North America.
[n America the Seven Years' War is known as the
French and Indian War.

At one point Prussia, surrounded by enemies in
Europe, was getting financial help only from Great
Britain. Three times, enemy armies invaded the
Prussian capital of Berlin. Fighting against great
odds, Frederick dashed from one front to another
to direct his troops in holding off the invadets. For
all his great skill, he was spared only because Czar
Peter 111 of Russia, who admired Frederick, made
Peace with Prussia. From then on the fighting
decided nothing. Both sides agreed to the Treaty of

'?bertusburg in 1763. Under its terms Prussia kept
liesia, ' :

The years of peace. Frederick the Great

- Spent the first 23 years of his reign at war. He spent

than his father.- He became king in 1740, the same .
- year that Maria Theresa became ruler of Austria.

Though Frederick William I had signed the Prag- ~

And, because European countries had colonies -

the last 23 showing that he also had & genius for
organization and administration. He expanded and
further improved public education and the already
excellent Prussian civil service system. He contin-
ued the Hohenzollern policy of religious freedom.
For example, when the pope dissolved the Jesuit

order in'1773, Frederick I invited its members to-
- Protestant Prussia. -He' made legal . and “couirt

reforms and encouraged trade and manufactuting,

- Through Frederick’s hard work and wise direction,

the expanded state of Prussia recovered the pros-
perity it had lost during the long vears of war.
Prussia continued to make territorial gains.
Frederick the Great helped to bring about the First
Partition of Poland in 1772. By taking Polish terri-
tory along the Baltic coast, he linked Prussia and

East Prussia. When he died in 1786, Frederick left

a-greatly entarged and prosperous nation. Prussia had
bfé&me a formidable tival of Austria for control of
the German states and a first-class power in Europe.

The Diplomatic Revolution. Masia Theresa

recognized that she could never recover Silésia, but

she was determined not to lose any miore of her pos-
sessions. To accomplish this, she gave up the old
alliance with Great Britain—first formed in the
long series of wars against Louis XIV—and made
instead an alliance of Hapsburg Austria with its
ancient enemy, Bourbon, France. This was the
Diplomatic Revolution,. or reversal of alliances,
made during the Seven Years’ War. For many years
afterward, France and Austria steadfastly opposed
Great Britain and Prussia.

2. Locate Moscow, Black Sea, Sea of Azov, Guif
of Finland, St. Petersbtirg, Crimea, Siberia.
River, Bavaria, Silesia, Berlin

3. Understanding ldeas What factors separa
Russia from western Europe? %

4. Interpreting Ideas (a) Describe how Peter

. Greattried to Westernize Russla both cultur
and-politically, .(b) How did Ca‘herine the Gréat
continue Peter's foreign poficy? -~ . i3l

5. Summarizing ldeas "What conditions in P
made it easy for foreign powers to divide the |
country? S '

6. Analyzing ldeas (a) What were the reas r

- the War of the Austrian Succession?  (b)
were iis results? S :
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